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I present  my  Annual  Report  for  I96A. 

The  list  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  is  unremarkable; 
measles  was  at  a low  ebb  following  the  flood  tide  of  the  previous  year. 
Although  rarely  serious  the  disease  has  at  the  least  much  nuisance  value  and 
an  "antibiotic  umbrella",  is  very  often  raised  against  secondary  infection. 
There  is  a prospect  of  a satisfactory  vaccine,  some  advance  having  been 
made  in  research  and  development  during  the  year.  Apart  from  the  obvious 
advantages  to  health  of  such  a vaccine  a saving  to  the  National  Drug  Bill 
VTOuld  result. 


Six  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  added  to  the  list, 
two  being  transfers  into  the  district.  There  were  thirty  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  tinder  observation,  males  predominating,  and  five 
non-pulmonary,  including  a baby  aged  two,  T here  were  no  deaths.  ’During 
1962  in  England  and  Wales  there  were  3,088  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  about 
9 per  day.  At  the  rate  prevailing  IDO  years  ago,  there  would  have  been 
130,000  deaths,  or  370  per  day.  Environmental  factors  such  as  better 
housing,  better  food,  shorter  hours  of  work,  better  working  conditions, 
increasing  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  strong  liquor,  compulsory  schooling, 
progressive  raising  of  the  school  leaving  age,  coupled  with  restrictions  on 
child  labour,  steadily  reduced  this  appalling  toll.  The  introduction  of 
effective  drugs  after  the  last  war  was  a notable  contribution  to  the  struggle 
but  it  is  as  yet  too  early  to  talk  of  a coup  de  grace  to  tuberculosis. 

Elderly  men  continue  to  present  a problem,  some  appear  to  lose  their 
resistance,  and  in  the  sixty  to  seventy  year  age  group  the  mortality  r§.te 
for  men  is  five  times  that  for  women.  Smoking  is  considered  to  play  a 
part  in  this,  possibly  due  to  years  of  tobacco  induced  coughing. 


The  improving  environment  is  not  alv/ays  beneficial,  and  indeed  the 
greater  availability  of  food  seems  to  be  causally  associated  v/ith  increased 
coronary  disease  and  diabetes.  The  latter  shov/s  a distinct  familial 
tendency  and  the  increased  breeding  potential  conferred  by  the  success  of 
treataent  seems  destined  to  increase  the  incidence?  Marriage  guidance  in  the 
future  V7ill  very  likely  expand  to  pre-marriage  guidance,  to  include  genetic 
investigation  and  advice. 


There  were  two  deaths  of  children,  one  aged  two  months  from  virus 
pneumonia  and  pne  aged  two  years  from  a motor  oar  accident.  The  latter  under- 
lines another  and  increasingly  adverse  environmental  factor  to  which  there 
appears  to  be  no  clear  answer. 

In  a report  from  Great  Ormond  Street  Hospital  for  Children  it  is 
revealed  that  in  1914  environmentally  determined  conditions  accounted  for  two- 
thirds  of  all  deaths  in  the  hospital,  the  main  cause  being  tuberculosis, 
pneumonia  and  intestinal  infections.  By  1952  a similar  report  revealed  that 
these  conditions  had  improved  so  much  that  they  accounted  for  only  one 
seventh  ©f  the  deaths. 

The  virus  diseases  are  slowly  yielding  but  there  is  a big  field  to 
conquer.  Smallpox  and  poliomyelitis  are  preventable,  one  for  two-hundred 
years,  the  other  for  several  years.  Many  enteric  and  upper  respiratory  viruses 
have  yet  to  be  isolated,  identified  and  tamed. 

Meanwhile  research  on  the  common  cold  was  held  up  by  lack  of  volunteers 
;Iust  as  a tantalising  and  expanding  glimmer  of  light  was  to  be  seen  at  the  end 
of  the  tunnel. 


The  affluent  society  continues  to  throw  up  fresh  problems  besides  over- 
eating and  smoking.  It  v/as  necessary  during  the  year  to  invoke  Article  83 
of  the  International  Sanitary  Regulations  dealing  with  surveillance  of  potential 
smallpox  victims,  a few  unvaccinated  Mediterranean  cruise  participants  having 
stepped  ashore  in  N.  Africa.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  several  parts  of 
the  world  of  a type  of  botulinism,  a very  dread  form  of  food  poisoning,  because 
of  a superior  form  of  packaging  of  dried  fish  in  air  tight  polythene  bags. 

The  increase  in  the  consumption  of  confectionery  lead  to  the  importation  of  / 

frozen 
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frozen  bulked  eggs  from  afar,  together  v/ith  a quota  of  paratyphoid  germs  and  other 

Salmonellaej  regulations  requiring  pasteurisation  of  frozen  eggs  foUo'.^ed, 
Desilccated  coconut  imports  were  found  frequently  to  be  contaminated  likewise 
ov/ing  to  primitive  sanitary  conditions  and  methods  in  the  countries  of  origin. 
Antibiotics  have  become  widely  available  to  cattle  and  regulations  became 
necessary  to  limit  the  penicillin  content  of  milk.  Resistant  germs  are  being 
cultured  by  administration  of  other  antibiotics  to  cattle,  and  man  himself  may 
find  this  practice  rebounding  upon  both  himself  and  his  cattle.  Meat  was 
dusted  v/ith  certain  vitamins  because  they  kept  the  meat  red  and  fresh  looking; 
overdoing  this  caused  mysterious  flushing  in  some  people  with  attendant 
anxieties  about  their  health  or  age,  calling  for  more  regulations.  So  much 
petrol  fumes  siTirl  about  our  highv/ays  that  significant  quantities  of  lead 
from  antiknock  ingredients  have  been  found  on  lettuces  grown  alongside  highways 
in  Ifeierica,  No  regulations  as  yeti 


The  programme  of  films  and  discussions  to  discourage  children  from 
smoking  was  continued  during  the  year,  Junior  schools  being  included  this  time 
as  T/ell  as  the  secondary  modern  schools,  and  the  effort  was  concentrated  on  the 
ten  to  12  year  olds.  There  is  some  evidence  that  the  vrarning  is  taken  quite 
seriously  by  some  children  of  this  age.  The  Surgeon  General  of  the  U. .S.A, 
Public  Health  Service  reported  some  impact  upon  adolescents  of  the  American 
Report  on  anoking,  and  a 12^q  drop  in  Cigarette  smoking. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  lung  cancer  in  the  Rwral  District,  The 
annual  national  death  rate  from  this  condition  has  risen  to  about  27,000, 
dver  three  quarters  of  all  men  smoke.  Less  than  a half  of  doctors  smoke. 
During  1963/64  tobacco  tax  accounted  for  nearly  one  seventh  of  the  total 
Government  taxation  receipts. 


Reference  is  again  made  in  later  pages  to  the  Bryanston  water  supply 
which  was  the  cause  of  v/ide  concern  ag  in.  The  Y/’ater  Board  made  very  energetic 
efforts  to  finally  solve  this  problem  and  at  the  time  of  writing,  a first  class 
supply  has  been  distributed  for  some  months.  Almost  the  v;hole  of  the  Rural 
District  nov/  enjoys  exceptionally  good  v/ater  supplies  and  the  only  improvement 
one  could  look  for  would  be  a minute  addition  of  fluoride.  Hard  water  was  at/ 


one 


6 


one  time  considered  to  be  a necessary  small  evil  but  even  this  viev/  is  nov7  out 
of  date.  The  substitution  of  detergents  for  soap  minimises  the  disadvantage 
of  hardness  for  washing  purposes,  and  the  incidence  of  coronary  thrombosis 
is  less  in  hard  water  areas  than  in  soft  water  areas. 

Mention  is  made  later  of  refuse  disposal  difficulties  and  there  is  a 
good  prospect  of  a solution  to  this  problem  for  both  the  Rural  District  and 
the  Borough, 

The  section  of  the  report  enumerating  complaints  deals  briefly  with  one 
v/hich  was  alleged  to  be  affecting  almost  an  entire  village  and  considerable 
feeling  had  been  roused.  The  complaint  yielded  to  representations  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be  no  recurrence. 


Once  again  the  Council  were  presented  with  the  problem  of  young 
couples  in  difficulties  being  established  in  the  district  in  quite  unsuitable 
caravans.  Discharges  from  the  Army  were  responsible  previously,  this  time 
it  stemmed  from  the  attempted  rehabilitation  of  a young  couple  from  Borstal 
institutions  beyond  the  borders  of  the  district,  unfortunately  v/ithout 
consultation  with  Council  staff.  One’s  experience  of  potential  or  actual 
problem  families  being  found,  or  having  to  find  for  themselves,  quite 
unsatisfactory  caravan  accommodation  in  a rural  district  strange  to  them 
and  presenting  a very  restricted  range  of  potential  employment  is  that  it 
rarely  v/orks.  This  family,  v;ith  two  anall  children,  left  for  their  home 
town  after  a few  weeks,  their  mental  health  having  no  doubt  suffered  from  a 
concentrated  shower  of  slings  and  arrows  occasioned  by  their  sudden 
transference  from  dependency  to  full  responsibility  for  themselves  and 
babies  in  very  inadequate  circumstances, 

^ — — — — — — — w 

In  1963  the  National  Health  Service  cost  £]D00  mdllion, 

£132  millions  were  spent  on  mental  health,  including  Local  Health  Authority 

community  care,  drugs  and  general  practitioners’  time.  The  mental  hospitals 

took  about  four  fifths,  leaving  £27  millions  as  the  total  expenditure  on  the 

vast  realm  of  mental  health  outside  hospitals,  including  the  anxiety  neuroses 

which  are  in  varying  degree  crippling  and  much  more  common  than  frank  psychoses./ 

The  costs 


The  costs  of  sickness  absence  due  to  mental  ill  health  are  rising.  Certification 
of  sickness  absence  tends  to  magnify  the  physical  component  at  the  expense  of  the 
mental  because  the  latter  is  still  a National  Taboo.  The  real  cost  is  therefore 
heavily  concealed.  The  concept  of  mental  ill-health,  particularly  the  neuroses, 
is  too  abstract  to  be  widely  understood,  based  as  it  is  on  the  sort  of  ad;3ustment 
that  each  individual  makes  to  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  life.  It  is 
Impossible  to  pinpoint  a clearly  defined  target  on  which  to  spend  money  in  re- 
search tout  basically  the  human  being  is  an  infinitely  complex  chemical  laboratory 
capable  of  continual  adaptation  to  the  multitudinous  effects  of  the  environment 
and  the  more  money  that  is  spent  on  research  into  the  basic  chemical  processes  the 
sconer  xw  shall  have  the  power  to  influence  from  outside  the  intrinsic  processes 
which  are  found  to  be  faulty. 

Meamuhile  the  impact  upon  District  Councils  lies  mainly  through  their 
housing  functions  under  the  Housing  Acts,  secondarily  through  certain  Public 
Health  Act  functions.  Obviously  one  of  the  most  important  and  immediate 
environmental  influences  is  the  house,  and  every  general  practitioner  would 
frequently  be  very  grateful  for  the  power  to  v/rite  a prescription  for  a house  rather 
than  for  medicine.  The  Council's  efforts  in  this  direction  are  therefore  to  be 
seen  as  very  important  factors  in  the  advancement  of  mental  health  of  the  community, 
and  the  serious  deficiencies  in  the  country  as  a Virhole  are  to  be  viewed  in  the 
opposite  light. 

During  the  year  actual  building  was  in  progress  on  eighteen  large  flats 
at  Stourpaine  and  eight  flatlets  at  Tarrant  Rushton,  four  of  the  latter  for  old 
people.  In  the  planning  stage  were  two  ambitious  schemes;  one  at  Winterbome 
Stickland  for  fifteen  old  persons'  flatlets  with  warden' s accommodation,  and  a 
communal  room, the  other  at  Blandford  St,  Mary  for  twenty-nine  old  persons' 
flatlets  with  v^rarden' s accommodation  and  communal  Tocm,  coupled  with  tw^o  blocks 
each  of  12  family  flats. 

By  1985  the  number  of  over  sixty-fives  v/ill  have  risen  by  two/ 

million 
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to  some  7j650,000.  The  community  will  be  as  well  able  to  care  for 
this  increase  as  it  is  now  owing  to  a comparable  increase  of  productive 
age  groups  and  a probable  extension  of  the  system  of  employing 
married  Vi^omen.  There  seems  therefore  to  be  a very  solidly  assured 
future  for  the  Council' s old  peoples'  dwellings,  and  however  expensive, 
there  is  a large  unknov/n  credit,  impossible  to  reduce  to  ;S.s.d.,  from 
the  contribution  to  mental  health. 

It  is  doubly  unfortunate  for  the  health  of  the  nation  that 
the  land  shortage  is  creating  a nev;  class  distinction,  the  neiy  pashas 
and  peasants,  those  who  have  land  with  planning  permission  and  the 

rest. 

The  continuing  severe  staff  shortage  is  mentioned  la.ter  in 
this  report  in  greater  detail. 


//I 
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Area  in  acres 6l,  717 

Population  as  estimated  by  Registrar  General  (mid-year) 11,  820 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  I964 £255?  392 

Product  of  penny  rate  at  1st  April,  19^4 £lj  015 < 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1.2/ Skc  ^ c r. ^ 3^  212 

+ 


AS  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GEI^TERAL 

LrVS  BIRTHS,  Comparative  Statistics* 

Total.  Male.  Female,  Blandford  England  & Admin istra- 

Rural  Wales.  tive  County 

Total  number  registered. 


178  80  98 

Legitimate I69  75  94 

Illegitimate 9 5 4 

Standardised  Rate 18.4  18,4  15e9 


STILLBIRTHS. 

Total  registered...  21  1 


DEATHS  Total, 

Male . 

Female, 

Comparative  Statistics. 
Blandford  England  & Admin istra- 

Rural 

T/ales. 

tive  County 

Total  registered...  125 • 

60 

45 

10.4 

11.5 

12,1 

COMPARABIUTY  FACTOP^, 

Births lo22 

Deaths 1,17 


SECTION  A 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  L/P0R/,T0RY 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  situated  in  Dorchester  and  provides  an 
excellent  free  service  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  human  specimens, 
food,  milk  and  water.  The  laboratory  took  part  with  others  in  an  extensive  in- 
vestigation into  the  prevalence  of  food  poisoning  organisms  in  meat  and  their 
transference  to  humans  and  a report  was  published  during  the  year, 

MIBUIANOE  FACULTIES. 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  Control 
is  centralised  in  Dorchester  and  t’  .e  service  operates  from  Castleman  House. 


M/iTERNITYMD  CHILD  T.'LLP/.KE  SERVICES. 


10 


Dorset  County  Council  provided  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  fortnightly,  nov/ 
held  in  an  attractive  modem  clinic  in  Blandford  where  other  services  are 
also  grouped,  including  the  school  dental  service  for  the  area,  speech 
therapy,  audiometry,  family  planning  and  special  examinations. 


HOIIE  HELP  SERVICE. 

A local  organiser  attends  to  the  detailed  administration  of  this  valuable 
service. 


SECTION  B 

FREVAIWiNCE  OF  /ITD  CONTROL  OVER 

ITinCTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Measles 85 

l/Vhcoping  cough 20 

Pneumonia 7 

Tuberculosis 6 

Food  Poisoning, 3 


NUI'TBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER. 


PULt,ION/RY 

NON-PUIMQN/RY 

Males 

17 

Males 

Females. . . . 

13 

Females 

..  2 

SECTION  C 

ST/JI£TICAL  T/iBLES 

...  1964 

CAUSES  OF 

DEi'^TH 

Male.  Female. 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 1 

10.  Malignant  neoplaan,  stomach 3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 2 

12.  Malignant  neoplaan,  breast 

13  o Malignant  neoplaan,  uterus 

lAo  Othermalignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 9 

15 » Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 1 

16.  Diabetes 1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 9 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina I6 

19o  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 1 

20,  Other  heart  disease 3 

21,  Other  circulatory  disease - 

23.  Pneumonia 3 

24.  Bronchitis 1 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 1 

31.  Congenital  malformations 1 

32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 3 

33 o Motor  vehicle  accidents 2 

34o  All  other  accidents 2 


1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

6 

9 

11 

1 

1 

2 


5 

2 


60  45 

N.,''TI0N/Ji  /^SIST/JTCB  ACT  , 1948 
NATIOI^TA'L  ASSIST/MGE  /IffilTDMEMT  ACT.  1951 


No  action  was  necessary. 


VACCINATION  AND  LlrllDll 

SATION  STATISTICS 

Poliomyelitis. 

ORAL 

SALK 

3 doses. 

R. 

P.  3rd.  4th 

287 

228 

13.  32.  1 

Diptheria.T 

ptanus.W 

.Cough. Sff 

allpox 

P.  R. 

243.  145. 

P.  R. 

244. 172 

P.  R. 

. 236.62. 

P.  R. 

134.  126 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

There  are  now  seventy-four  registered  food  premises  in  the  district,  all 
of  which  were  visited  during  a brief  period  in  connection  with  the  Aberdeen 
Typhoid  outbreak.  Some  of  the  suspected  tins  of  corned  beef  were  found,  a 
few  had  been  opened,  but  no-one  became  ill  as  a result. 

There  has  been  no  time  available  to  inspect  other  than  a very  fev/ 
premises  under  the  Regulations  and  no  action  was  takai  in  respect  of  these. 

Pood  poisoning  in  an  adjoining  County  was  thought  to  be  caused  by 
v/hey  being  delivered  from  this  area,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  sampling 
at  the  farm.  However,  the  supply  of  whey  dried  up  at  this  time  and  lack  of 
time  prevented  any  further  action.  There  were  numerous  other  sources  from 
which  the  infection  could  have  arisen  and  the  whey  as  delivered  cannot  be 
incriminated, 

FACTORIES. 

Very  few  visits  have  been  made  to  the  factories  in  the  district.  Spot 
checks  were  made  on  building  sites  on  the  sanitary  accommodation  provided. 


Number  on  Inspections,  No. of  Written  Occupiers 
Register.  Notices.  Prosecuted, 


(l)  Inspections  for  purpose  of 
provisions  as  to  health: - 

(a)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3,4  & 6 are 

enforced  by  Local  Authorities,  35 

(b)  Factories  included  in  (a)  l6 

in  \7hich  Section  7 is  enforced  by  L.A, 

(c)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  L.A  (ex- 
cluding outworkers  premises)  - 

18 

16 

- 

51 

34 

- 

(2)  Gases  in  which  defects  vrere 
found:  - 

■Particulars. 

Fumber 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found:- 

Found.  Remedied, 

Referred  to  H.H. 

By. H. 1.1 

T/ant  of  cleanliness  (S,l)  2 

2 

Inspector, 

1 

Inspector, 

Overcrov/ding  (S,2) 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (SA)  1 

- 

1 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S3)  2 

1 

- 

- 

5 

3 

2 

- 

Number  of  cases  in  v/hich  prosecutions  were  instituted 


Nil 


OFFICES  SHOPS  MD  R.AID7AY  PREMSES  ACT  1964 


12 


The  Act  governing  these  came  into  force  during  the  year  and  all 
occupants  of  premises  covered  by  the  Act  were  expected  to  register  with  the 
local  authority,  but  to  date  only  a small  proportion  have  done  so.  No 
premises  have  yet  been  inspected  for  this  purpose. 

The  Council  Offices  some  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  although  in 
this  case  H.H,  Inspector  of  Factories  is  the  responsible  official.  During 
the  year  the  whole  of  the  electrical  wiring  was  renewed  following  the  breakdov/n 
of  the  insulation  in  the  old  cables.  The  provision  of  hot  water  for  v/ashing 
and  of  adequate  room  temperature  remains  to  be  dealt  with.  Provision  of 
washing  facilities  also  needs  to  be  made  for  the  Council's  five  workmen. 


mSTERS,  POLLUTION  Aim  LAND  IRAINAGE  ACT  I96I  . 

The  pollution  of  the  Pimperne  Stream  by  farm  manure  was  referred  to  the 
Rivers  Board  v/ho  promised  to  deal  with  it  (Letter  15.6,1964  confiming  our 
meeting).  After  months  V7ith  no  improvement  in  the  stream  an  approach  was  made 
to  the  farmer  responsible  for  the  pollution  and  he  cleaned  out  the  dried  sludge 
in  the  bed  of  the  stream  during  thd  Autumn.  It  \7ould  seem  that  the  Council 
cannot  rely  on  other  bodies  to  deal  with  matters  of  this  nature. 


LAim  irainage  act  1961 

No  flooding  occurred  during  the  year.  The  springs  were  conspicuous  by  their 
absence  in  the  Autumn  and  had  not  appeared  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
district  was  noticeably  dry  for  a very  long  period  of  the  Spring,  Sumner  and 
Autumn. 


REFUSE. 

The  tenant  farmer  controlling  the  land  on  which  the  Y/interborne  Kingston  tip 
is  situated,  informed  us  early  in  the  year  that  he  v/anted  the  tipping  completed 
as  soon  as  possible.  Further  efforts  to  find  an  alternative  site  have 
resulted  in  preliminary  agreement  with  the  Borough  Council  to  use  a natural 
Valley  in  the  Parish  of  Stourpaine,  The  Milldown  site  and  others  which  V7ere 
considered  earlier  have  therefore  been  abandoned.  Provision  is  being  made 
in  the  1965/ 6 6 estimates  to  acquire  the  site  by  rental  for  controlled  tipping 
thereon. 

The  nation-wide  problem  of  disposing  of  worn  out.  scrapped  cars  v/as  experienced 
in  the  district.  Enquiries  revealed  that  a suitable  baler  would  cost 
considerably  more  than  £100,000  but  a scrap  dealer  in  a nearby  town  is  nov7 
prepared  to  take  old  cars  etc..  Enquiries  from  the  public  are  nov/  directed 
to  that  firm. 

The  new  collecting  vehicle  has  tv/ice  the  capacity  of  the  previous  vehicle 
and  is  very  much  easier  to  load.  Its  use  has  considerably  reduced  the  long 
hours  previously  v7orked  by  the  two  men,  who  continue  to  give  the  Council 
and  Public  excellent  service.  Casual  labour  for  relief  \7ork  now  appears  to  be 
non-existent  in  this  area  so  the  men  have  continued  to  V7ork  throughout  their 
holidays  in  consequence. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT  . 1956 

One  visit  only  came  v;ithin  the  scope  of  the  Act.  Complaints  from  householders 
indicated  that  unsuitable  forms  of  coke  V7ere  being  delivered  in  the  district. 

The  Local  Merchants  V7ere  unable  to  help  as  they  have  to  accept  what  is  delivered 
from  the  coke-producing  bodies.  Enquiries  of  the  Coal  Utilisation  Council 
and  Gas  Board  ended  in  a blank  \7all  and  the  matter  has  been  dropped,. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 
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The  Bryanstone  source  of  supply  again  caused  anxiety  during  the  Autnann, 
when  all  consumers  were  advised  to  boil  all  water  used  for  drinking  and 
cooking.  The  Poole  and  East  Dorset  Water  Board  had  almost  completed  the  nev/ 
pipeline  to  supply  this  area  from  Black  Lane, 

The  Thomicombe  area  is  now  the  only  one  in  the  district  not  enjoying 
a mains  supply  of  water. 


Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination 

Satisfactory, 

Water  Board  supplies 19 

Private  supplies  and  wells, 25 


Unsatisfactory, 

1 

16 


Totals, 

20 

41 


44 


17  6l 


SET/ERAG-E. 


Sanitary  Conditions  of  District. 


Total 

Council 

On  Mains. 

On  Private 

Drainage 

Earth 

Houses. 

Houses. 

Water. 

Supply. 

Sewer 

.to  Cess- 

Closet 

Anderson. 

23 

23 

- 

pool.  21 

2 

Blandford  St.  Mary 

145 

52 

141 

4 

122 

19 

4 

Bryan ston 

119 

44 

119 

- 

88 

27 

4 

Charlton  Marshall 

274 

41 

244 

30 

41 

189 

44 

Chet  tie 

37 

- 

37 

•> 

33 

4 

Durwe  ston 

107 

28 

101 

6 

30 

54 

23 

Paraham 

65 

9 

65 

— 

9 

29 

27 

Iwerne  Courtney 

136 

24 

136 

- 

125 

10 

1 

Hilton 

139 

24 

111 

28 

24 

85 

30 

Langton  Long. 

88 

- 

88 

49 

38 

1 

Milborne 

219 

92 

219 

204 

8 

7 

Milton  Abbas 

195 

44 

194 

1 

151 

40 

4 

Pimperne 

402 

45 

396 

6 

377 

19 

6 

Spetisbury 

152 

10 

140 

12 

11 

114 

27 

Stepleton 

12 

12 

•• 

12 

Stourpaine. 

164 

52 

132 

32 

33 

112 

19 

T . Crawford 

11 

2 

6 

5 

10 

1 

T . Gun vi lie. 

92 

8 

87 

5 

26 

30 

36 

T , Hinton 

61 

14 

45 

16 

14 

45 

2 

T,  Keyneston 

72 

12 

69 

3 

12 

55 

5 

T.  Launceston 

25 

4 

25 

23 

2 

T,  Monkton 

40 

40 

«• 

40 

T . Rawston 

18 

4 

18 

18 

T.  Rushton. 

37 

— 

33 

4 

31 

6 

Tumv;orth 

25 

25 

10 

15 

W,  Clenston 

22 

- 

21 

1 

18 

4 

W.  Houghton 

54 

42 

12 

38 

16 

W.  Kingston 

129 

45 

117 

12 

45 

57 

27 

W.  Stickland 

158 

46 

156 

2 

46 

91 

21 

Wo  Whitechurch 

139 

27 

127 

12 

19 

65 

55 

W«  Zelston 

38 

- 

38 

33 

5 

Killbome  and  Hilton  Abbas 


Several  small  chokes  occurred  during  the  year  when  the  nev7  sewer  rods 
were  used  to  good  effect.  The  sludge  drying  beds  have  been  completely 
renev/ed  but  the  accumulation  of  sludge  has  not  been  removed  by  the  local  farmer 
and  a contractor  is  to  be  engaged  for  the  purpose.  Instructions  have  been 
given  to  disconnect  all  of  the  farms  now  connected  to  the  sewer,  v^ith  the 
exception  of  three  close  to  the  water  supply  borehold.  This  follows  the 
regulations  making  farm  drainage  a trade  effluent.  The  cost  of  treating 
this  has  to  be  paid  for  by  the  business  concerned. 

Pimperne. 

Tvro  chokes  occurred  in  the  village  and  were  dealt  with  by  the 
Council's  v/orlonen.  New  electrical  restarting  equipment  is  to  be  fitted 
to  the  pumps  to  enable  pumping  to  be  restarted  automatically  after  a power 
failure,  Nev7  development  novr  taking  place  in  this  village  may  mean  the 
enlargement  of  sections  of  the  sewer  to  take  the  increased  flow. 

Shroton 


The  \7orks  are  being  kept  in  excellent  condition  and  brought  favourable 
comment  from  the  County  Public  Health  Officer,  v/ho  visited  recently.  The 
school  is  now  the  only  premises  left  to  be  connected  to  the  new  sewer, 

Stubhampton 

These  small  Y7orks,  installed  to  protect  the  Stubhampton  water  source, 
have  been  badly  neglected  for  several  years  and  have  been  the  subject 
of  correspondence  with  the  A/est  A7ilts  Water  Board  who  are  responsible  for 
their  maintenance.  It  is  considered  that  this  Council  should  take  over  this 
maintenance. 

Pimperne  - Salisbury  Road  Area. 

Attention  is  again  called  to  the  Letton  area  of  Salisbury  Road  v^here 
cesspools  are  a likely  source  of  pollution  to  the  newly-enlarged  Black  Lane 
A/ater  Supply.  In  conjunction  with  this  area  consideration  should  also  be 
given  to  the  installation  of  pipes  large  enough  to  take  Pimperne  Village  into 
the  Blandford  Borough  system  and  so  eventually  to  dispense  with  the  village 
pumps. 

Blandford  St.  ilary. 

This  small  system  continues  to  function  satisfactorily  and  no  nev/ 
properties  have  been  added  to  it. 

Durweston  and  Stournaine. 

No  pipes  had  been  laid  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  it  is  understood 
a start  vrould  be  made  early  in  1965®  Complaints  were  made  of  the  foul  anells 
in  the  lower  part  of  Water  Lane,  Durweston.  Investigation  showed  that  a long 
stretch  of  the  Lane,  not  used  by  the  public  was  about  18"  deep  in  sludge  from 
the  old  stormwater  drain.  Pumping  this  out  v/ith  a tanker  took  several  days. 

Charlton  Ma-rsha?. j '^'Lpetisbury o 

There  have  been  a number  of  complaints  of  cesspools  overflowing  and 
the  failure  of  septic  tanks  due  to  the  nature  of  the  soakage  areas.  The  new 
drainage  systems  are  now  being  instalxed  to  comply  v/ixh  future  sewerage 
requirements.  The  latest  estate  built  in  the  area  has  a complete  but  un- 
connected sewering  system  already  installed  ready  to  connect  to  a sev/er  v/hen 
the  latter  is  laid,  but  is  temporarily  separated  from  the  individual 
houses. 


COI/IPLAINTS. 
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The  village  of  Pimperne  has  been  sub;jected  to  several  spells  of  foul 
smells  during  the  summer,  attributed  to  the  keeping  of  pigs  on  an  intensive 
scale  ViTithin  a confined  area  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village.  During  a period 
of  four  months  a large  number  of  inhabitants  made  complaint  and  the  matter  was 
fully  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  after  each  of  several  investigations. 


The  complaints  were  made  up  as  follows: - 


Housing 3 

Drainage. 15 

Infestations 2 

Keeping  of  animals. 33 

V/ater 1 

Miscellaneous 2 

Defuse. 4 

Smell  from  sewerage  plants..  3 

Pollution  of  stream 10 

Pood 3 

Factories 1 


li 


AragNISTR/JION 

Once  again  I have  to  report  a decline  of  public  health  work  (30^)  and 
an  increase  in  Surveyor’s  work  (jOfo)  o There  has  been  an  overall  increase 
of  approximately  10^  in  the  total  amount  of  work  done  by  the  Department 
as  shown  by  the  number  of  visits  made,  but  there  is  a limit  to  the  amount  of 
work  which  can  be  undertaken  by  a staff  of  tvro  and  a special  report  on  the 
subject  of  an  increase  of  staff  was  made  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

A recent  survey  of  Rural  District  Council  staff  in  local  authorities 
of  the  South  YiTest  of  comparative  size  to  this,  shows  quite  clearly  that  our 
Surveyor' s and  Public  Health  Department  is  very  much  under-staffed  by 
comparison.  All  but  one  of  these  other  Authorities  have  at  least  double  our 
staff  and  some  have  as  many  as  three  times  our  number.  It  is  enlightening 
that  a analler  (in  population  a-nd  area)  neighbouring  authority  (Sturminster  RDC) 
has  a staff  of  7"^  compared  to  our  2^-, 


GR/JTOS. 

Once  again  there  V7as  a decrease  in  the  number  of  applications  for  grants. 
The  number  of  dwellings  improved  with  discretionary  grants  remained  the  same  at 
nine,  but  the  standard  grant  applications  fell  from  thirty- two  to  sixteen. 

The  amount  of  grant  per  dv/elling  increased  somev/hat  over  the  previous  year. 

The  Housing  Act  19^4  nov?  makes  it  obligatory  for  landloEds  to  improve 
their  properties  ?/ith  a minimum  of  amenities  and  a survey  is  necessary,  to 
ascertain  which  properties  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  HovTever,  it  is 
umpossible  at  the  present  time  to  carry  out  this  survey  with  the  present  staff. 


Discretionary  Grants. 

Applications  received 7 

Applications  approved 7 

No.  of  dwellings  involved 9 

Amount  of  grant  allocated £3314  or  £3^9 

per  dwelling. 


16 


GRANTS  - Oontd. 

Standard  G-rants*  ' 

Applications  received l6 

Applications  approved 16 

No.  of  dwellings  involved l6 

AmDunt  allocated. J22523  £157  per 

dwelling. 


CARAVANS. 

The  two  r-':Ultiplo  sites  continue  to  be  kept  in  a clean  condition*  All  of  the 
single  sites  v/ere  satisfactory  v/hen  visited. 


PLACES  OP  PUBLIG  ASSEIIBLY. 

In  recent  years  a small  number  of  village  halls  have  been  built,  requiring  our 
attention  on  the  provision  of  suitable  sanitary  accommodation.  During  the 
year  a start  was  made  on  a completely  new  full  size  theatre  at  Bryan ston  for 
Bryanston  School.  V/e  have  always  had  full  and  complete  co-operation  from  the 
various  bodies  concerned,  in  the  matter  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  the 
equipment  installed  in  kitchens  where  fitted. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  (URBAN  POT/ERS)  ORDER.  1949. 

Representations  were  made  by  the  Charlton  Marshall  Parish  Council  for  the 
streets  to  be  named  and  the  houses  numbered  in  the  village.  The  street  names 
have  been  erected  and  the  numbering  of  the  houses  will,  it  is  hoped, 
be  done  in  the  New  Year,  This  will  considerably  simplify  the  identification 
of  properties  for  both  local  land  charges  and  the  Council's  records. 


prevention  op  dai:IAG-E  BY  PESTS  ACT  19A9. 

The  year  has  been  noticeable  in  that  there  appeared  to  be  less  rats  and  mice 
than  in  recent  years.  V/ith  an  early  harvest,  there  was  a corresponding  early 
influx  to  v/inter  quarters  in  buildings,  so  that  with  little  vret  weather  to 
spoil  baits,  kills  were  good.  No  tracesof  ship  rats  were  found. 

T/heat  impregnated  with  V/arfarin,  under  the  trade  name  of  Diotrol,  was 
used  effectively  under  wet  conditions  during  the  year,  when  Warfarin  would 
have  been  ineffective. 


Number  of  premises  surveyed 

Treatments  carried  out 

Major  infestations (rats  25) 

Properties  infested 

Total  visits  to  all  premises 


527 

283 

if6 

237 

153^ 


All  of  these  figures  shov^  quite  a considerable  increase  over  those  of  last  year. 


Insect  pests  were  less  numerous  than  in  previous  years.  23  visits  only  were 
made  for  the  destruction  of  bees,  wasps  and  cockroaches,  A heavy  infestation 
of  ground  beetle  in  one  house  was  dealt  VTith  effectively. 


SALVAGE. 

Salvage  figures  showed  an  improvement.  One  load  of  waste  paper  only  was  sold. 


as  very  little  is  being  put  out  for  salvage. 

Waste  paper. £A7.11»5 

Rags, £1A.1A.0 

Non-ferrous  metals. . . . £32,16,0 

Scrap  iron £3A.  0.0. 


£129.  1.5. 


HOUSING. 
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New  houses  completed  during  the  year: - 

(1)  By  Local  Authority; - 

(a)  With  State  Assistance  for  rehousing 14 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  for  other  purposes 

(c)  Without  State  Assistance 

(2)  By  other  persons*,- 

(a)  'With  State  Assistance 


(b)  Without  State  Assistance 63 

Nev7  houses  commenced  during  the  year  but  not  completed; - 

(a^  By  Local  Authority. 18 

(b)  By  other  persons 39 

Housing  Inspections: - 

(1)  Total  number  of  dv7ellings  inspected  for  housing  defects 55 

(2)  Total  number  of  houses  found  to  be  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to.  be  unfit  for  habitation, 6 


(3)  Number  of  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation,...  47 
Housing  Action: - 


(1)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  informal  aotion 8 

(2)  Number  of  statutory  notices  serred 

(3)  Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  V7ith 

(4)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  \7hich  Demolition  Orders  made,. 1 

(5)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich  Undertakings  accepted 1 

(6)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 10 


Houses  Demolished. 

17  South  Holme,  Stourpaine, 

1,2,  & 4 Buggs  Rov7,  Blandford  St,  Mary. 

1 and  2 Ben  Marie,  Milborne  St.  Andrew. 

17,18  and  19  Little  England,  Milborne  St,  Andrev7. 

Cottage,  Blandford  Hill,  l/interborne  Whitechurch, 

Fropertjgs  on  which  Demolition  Orders  made  (not  necessarily  during  19^4)  and 
not  complied  v/ith;  - 


2 cottages,  Long  Close,  Milton  Abbas Void 

Austins  Cottage,  Winterborne  Zelston Void 

Cottage,  Church  Hill,  Milborne  St.  Andrev; “ ■'  Void 

Yew  Tree  Cottage,  \<'interbome  '\/hitechurch Void 

Nos,  4 & 5 Priory  Terrace,  Pimperne. Void 

ClippettSj. '^interborne  Kingston, Void. 


Cottage,  Little  England,  Milborne  St.  Andrew,  Occupied  by  Mr.  Biles. 


SUIffllARY  OF  VISITS 


Nuisances  and  Complaints 133 

Housing  Acts 374 

Food  Premises l62 

Building  Byelaws % 1315 

Water  Supplies* 68 

Water  Samples 63 

Drainage 290 

Refuse  and  Salvage 238 

Factories  and  ln'orkshops 18 

Rights  of  hay. ; 28 

River  Pollution 27 

Sev/erage  schemes 276 

Petroleum 21 

Infestations 5 

Caravans 9& 

Miscellaneous 26 

Meetings Qk 

Planning 199 

Keeping  of  animals 4 

Pood  Poisoning 9 

Dangerous  Buildings 12 

Naming  of  streets. 4^ 

Churn  rinses 12 


TOTAL. 


3506 


I 


% 


